100     MAXIMILIAN THE  DREAMER
the Swiss militia were sworn to instant obedience under pain of death, to silence in battle, to never forsake the ranks or turn their backs on the enemy, or carry on pillage or destruction without orders. Churches must not be dishonoured, non-combatants were to be spared, but on the other hand all captives taken in battle were to be slain and not held for ransom* " They could be killed themselves also, but in no way could they be captured/' Thus in that very war, the Archduke in vain offered a hundred gold pieces for a prisoner whom he might question.
Perhaps the horrors of war, to those who do not fight, have never been more vividly described than in this incident related by the sympathetic Pirk-heimer:
" In a large mountain valley, whose villages were burnt and deserted, we met two old women driving about forty little boys and girls like a flock of sheep. All were starved to the most extreme emaciation and, except that they moved, not unlike corpses, so that it was horrible to see. I asked the old women where they were leading their miserable herd. Hardly had they replied, when we came to a meadow. They turned in and falling on their knees began to eat grass like cattle, except that they picked it first with their hands instead of biting it from the roots. They had already learned the varieties of the herbage, and knew what was bitter or insipid, what sweeter or pleasanter to the taste. I was horrified at so dreadful a sight, and stood for a long time like one who cannot trust his senses.
" Then the woman asked :  ' Do you see why thisce. Pirkheimer cannot praise them enough. The mountaineers indy, \\lu».'»r vviiit»\v, D«twai?«-r Ihtrhf . Mar»/arft of York, hrld th<* i u! thr font and fMvr hint n Hplnidid rup inlaid witli
